
 
 
23 June 2011 
 
Subject: Proposed Changes to Alameda Co. CUP Permit Conditions 
  920 wind turbines, Altamont Pass Wind Resource Area 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
Altamont Winds Inc. (“AWI”) will soon approach the East County Board of Zoning Adjustments 
(the “Board”) to request changes to our current Conditional Use Permits (“CUP”), involving 920 
wind turbines in the Altamont Pass Wind Resource Area (“APWRA”), with the following goals: 
 
1.  Abolishing the Winter Seasonal Shutdown, which prevents us from operating wind 
turbines from Nov. 1 thru Feb. 15 each year. 
 
2.  Modifying AWI’s schedule for permanent shut downs of wind turbines to allow all of 
AWI’s existing 820 wind turbines to continue to operate through December 31, 2015 
(consistent with the other wind companies in the Altamont Pass). 
 
3.  Add language to the CUP to account for the substantial human health, wildlife, and 
climate benefits of Altamont wind power. 
 
In support of our request, AWI submits the following evidence: 
 
(1)  As background, since 2007 (the year in which consistent avian field data was available), there 
has been a 79% reduction in Focal Species (i.e., raptors) avian fatalities.  [see Exhibit 1] 
 
(2)  The Winter Seasonal Shutdown has proven ineffective, based upon the actual recorded field 
data.  For example, one of the highest avian impact months is January, when NO turbines are 
operating.  [see Exhibit 2] 
 
(3)  We’ve already spent nearly $9 million on avian impacts [see Exhibit 3].  The economic 
environment in which AWI operates is worsening, compounded by PG&E’s plan to reduce energy 
rates paid by approx. 15% this year.  Abolishing the Winter Seasonal Shutdown is essential to 
maintain economic viability of our wind farms. 
 
(4)  The CUP does not currently account for the substantial human health, wildlife, and climate 
benefits of Altamont wind power—over the past 20 years, operation of the Altamont wind farms has 
already saved over 55,800 birds, as well as, 73 human lives.  [see Exhibit 4] 
 
We will provide you with additional information, prior to next month’s BZA meeting. 
 
Altamont Winds Inc. 
Ryan McGraw, General Counsel 
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EXHIBIT 1 
AWI Avian Fatality Decrease, 2007 – 2010 
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EXHIBIT 2 
Ineffective Winter Seasonal Shutdown 
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EXHIBIT 3 
Avian Regulatory Costs, 2007 – 2011 
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Breathe the clean, natural air  
from the Altamont Pass wind  

farms near Livermore. 
 

Over 20 years, the Altamont  

wind farms SAVE: 
 

73 premature deaths 
60 heart attacks 

920 asthma attacks 
6,700 lost work/sick days 

$463 million in health costs 
55,800 bird deaths 

 
Source:  Donald McCubbin, Ph.D., Health, Wildlife and Climate Benefits of the 580 MW Altamont Wind Farms Altamont Pass, California, September 2010.  

EXHIBIT 4 
Summary of Health, Wildlife and Climate Benefits from Altamont Wind Farms 
 
 

 
 


