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Level of Effort

 94 turbines pre-searched
 889 turbines with secondary searches
 476 turbines with follow-up searches

 16 placed fatalities
 117 unique fatalities
 241 detections

 All BLOB experiments had at least one fatality – no nulls
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Detections

Detections by Size Detections by Type
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Detections by Bird Group
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Placed Fatalities

 Primary & Secondary Searches
• 12 of 16 birds placed were detected (75%)
• 5 of 9 small birds placed were detected (56%)
• 2 small raptors placed – both were detected (100%)
• 5 large raptors placed – all were detected (100%)
• 5 of 16 birds were detected by both primary & secondary searches (31%)
• Overall probability of detection for placed birds was 56% for primary searches and 50% 

for secondary searches

 All Searches
• 15 of 16 birds remained detectable for the 7-10 day interval (94%)
• 7 of 8 small birds remained detectable for the 7-10 day interval (88%)
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Detection Probabilities

 17 of 117 birds detected in pre or primary searches were also detected in 
secondary searches

 Primary searchers found 2X as many fatalities as secondary searchers for 
no apparent reason

 24 of 69 small birds found in pre- or primary searches were subsequently 
detected by secondary or tertiary searches (35%)

 30 of 60 large & medium birds found in pre- or primary searches were 
subsequently detected by secondary or tertiary searches (50%)
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Intervals
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Timing of Known Removals
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Small Bird Intervals
Weight: Number of Samples
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Medium Bird Intervals
Weight: Number of Samples
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Large Bird Intervals
Weight: Number of Samples
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All Bird Intervals
Weight: Number of Samples
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Bird Size vs. Removal
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Preliminary Hypotheses

 Ha1: Searcher efficiency is highly variable
 Ha2: Searcher efficiency is lower than previously predicted
 Ha3: Percent remaining is higher than previously predicted
 Ha4: Searcher efficiency has a greater influence on detection probability 

than removal
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Preliminary Recommendations

 Mark-Recapture approach may not be implementable because the 
number of “same” fatalities found is very low

 “Control” and “Assure” quality via the QAQC program (i.e. adapt and 
adjust)

 Begin dog trials under the current QAQC program and budget to compare 
results using the pre-, primary-, secondary-, & follow-up design
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Repeatable Detection Probabilities
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Known Sources of Variance
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+ Cuteness


