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November 27, 2006

Altamont Infrastructure Co. (AIC) Actions to Reduce Avian Fatalities in the Altamont

AIC is a common infrastructure management company for US Windpower/Kenetech wind turbines now owned by “Partnerships” (variety of Partnerships including subsidiaries of FPL Energy, GREP and others), EnXco & Altamont Winds Inc. 
Rodent Control -
Altamont Infrastructure Company discontinued participation in the Alameda County rodent control program after the 2003 treatment year, based on comments from the USFWS.  
Electrocution Prevention - Ongoing 

By the end of 1988, US Windpower/Kenetech had installed wildlife boots, replaced non-insulated jumper wires with insulated jumper cables of 5 kV insulation (referred to as “tree wire”), replaced aluminum cross arms on 42 riser poles with fiberglass. A 2200’ section of overhead line was removed and relocated.
By the end of 1990, the electrical system included 5 substations and approximately 60 miles of overhead power lines.
In early 1994, Kenetech installed perch guards on horizontal surfaces of all riser poles.  The strategy was to eliminate perching opportunities on poles. However, birds found other, more dangerous places to perch on these complex pole top structures and fatalities increased.

In 1994 Ed Colson & Associates was hired to investigate the electrocutions.  He recommended that Kenetech change strategies and provide safe perching sites on poles.

In 1996 data from the past electrocutions was analyzed and an Electrocution Prevention Plan was developed. The Plan included modifying existing riser poles (48 fused cutout type, 109 switched type) that had been the most problematic type.  

In 1997, insulation was installed on corner poles with a history of electrocutions. Wildlife boots were installed and insulation upgraded on jumper wires on capacitor bank switches at the substations.

In 1999 and 2000 riser pole jumper wires were upgraded with 33 kV rated insulation. 
In early 2004, AIC completed upgrading existing wildlife boots with a new product that had better equipment coverage.
In 2004 & 2005 AIC prepared an inventory data base of the equipment poles in its wind plant area.  This allows better tracking of equipment type, current upgrade status and helps in analyzing risk by pole type.
In February 2006 AIC purchased materials to upgrade insulation on corner poles.  Due to weather conditions and contractor availability issues the work was delayed.  The planned 94 poles were completed by November 15, 2006.

- 1 -


